
We have been thrilled with the response to the ASE 
Foundation Annual Appeal and managed to raise an  
impressive amount in a short, six month cycle.  With over  
$400,000 moving into the Foundation accounts, this will  
significantly increase our ability to support scholarships, 
research, guideline dissemination and technology forums 
in 2012. 

We were also extremely pleased with the member 
matching opportunities offered by our corporate investors, 
such as McKesson and Edwards, their early support of 
this effort helped drive our fundraising forward.  In fact, 
the new partnership support was incredible and we 
can’t thank those enough (in addition to the ones listed  
above, Esaote, CoreSound, Qi Imaging and ICAEL) that  

recognized the value of supporting the profession by  
giving to this campaign. 
 
The average individual gift was significant,with members 
giving over $480 from their pocketbooks to expand the 
Society’s ability to fund these worthy projects.  This is 
heartening and a great indication that the community will 
continue to support echocardiography in the future!  

We received great feedback and backing on all the aims of 
the 2011 appeal.  The Sonographer Research Awards and 
Student Scholarships, in particular, have been recognized 
as valuable projects that have given members a leg up 
when they needed it in the past.  

As we roll into 2012, we look forward to telling the ASEF 
donors how their money has gone to worthwhile causes.   

The first outlay of this funding happened just this month.  
Individuals applied and competed with other applicants 
for the student scholarship awards.  Normally, the Society  
can only afford to support five (5) candidates a year; but  
with the help of this annual appeal, we were able to provide 
10 sonographer students receiving tuition and travel  
grant support. 
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Reflecting on 2011 and 
Looking Ahead to the Future
By James D. Thomas, MD, FASE

President’s Message

It’s hard to believe, but we’ve come to the end of another year.  As we survey the landscape 
of the good, the bad, and the downright crazy that characterized 2011, there is one truly 
bright spot, and that is the success of the ASE Foundation’s Annual Appeal.  

Thanks to the dedication of our appeal volunteer leadership and the generosity of all of you 
the Annual Appeal was successful in raising $408,238.  I’d like to single out a few individuals 
for special mention.  First and foremost is ASE Past-President Tom Ryan, who has chaired 
the annual appeal, along with our Task Force Leaders, Todd Belcik, Linda Gillam, Sanjiv 
Kaul, Peg Knoll, Roberto Lang, Marti McCulloch, Vera Rigolin, Partho Sengupta, and myself.  
Jonathan Lindner and Allan Klein were especially effective in leading the Foundation’s 
Corporate Task Force and with the support of Steven Lester, Judy Mangion, and Todd 
Belcik, exceeded their fundraising goals by 40%.

And of course I’m grateful to all of you who have dug so deeply to provide funding for the 
Foundation, starting with virtually 100% participation by all ASE staff, board members, and 
past presidents, and extending far into our sonographer and physician membership and our 
corporate partners. 

As we recap the Annual Appeal, I’d like to give you a glimpse of what your generosity 
will accomplish this year.  For sonographers, we will have at least 10 student scholarships 
(a 67% acceptance rate!) to support their school tuition and to help them attend the 
Scientific Sessions at National Harbor, along with 4 other travel grants. For physicians we 
anticipate funding 2 career development research grants and an additional priority grant 
into reproducibility of echo measurements. There will also be 6 travel grants selected by 
the Councils and 5 grants to foster abstract presentations at the national meeting.  In 
the Guidelines arena, we will be able to develop new applications to put these at your 
fingertips and continue translating and promulgating these into Spanish, Chinese, and 
other languages.  Finally, our work in collaborative forums will continue with our on-going 
work with EAE and industry to standardize strain measurements and with the 2nd biannual 
Research and Technology Summit scheduled for November, 2012.  

I think you’ll agree these are impressive outcomes of the 2011 ASEF Annual Appeal, and we 
anticipate continuing to elevate the profile and reach of the Foundation in the future as we 
work to guarantee the growth and prosperity of our field. 

Annual Appeal
Wrap Up                                                         
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The patient experience. Enhancing it is a common calling that 
drives both McKesson and the ASE Foundation. With a 177-year 
history in the healthcare industry, McKesson’s products and 
services improve quality, eliminate errors, reduce unnecessary 
costs, enhance workflow and synthesize information for clinicians 
across the continuum of care. 

Consider Horizon Cardiology™, the cardiovascular information 
management solution from McKesson that enables clinicians to 
make more time-efficient and informed decisions at the point of 
care. By relying on imaging solutions, clinicians can make clinical 
decisions and diagnoses that are backed by reliable information 
culled from multiple modalities. In essence, the technology brings 
valuable information to clinicians, when and where they need 
it. To make these solutions even more effective for customers, 
McKesson continually collaborates with end users, getting 
their input on changing clinical needs — and then enhances its 
solutions to help customers improve patient care according to 
industry standards and guidelines. 

The end result: ASEF members can trust that McKesson is 
committed to advancing cardiovascular ultrasound care and 
services — to help clinicians improve the heart health of their 
patients. For more information, visit www.AllAboutCVIS.com.

T H A N K S !
ASE thanks the following members for their demonstrated leadership and generosity:*

*Investor list reflects donors who have fulfilled their 
investment commitments as of December 31, 2011.

Please visit the Foundation Website at 
www.ASEFoundation.org for the most 
up-to-date list of Foundation supporters. 
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Partner Investors 
Physicians & Industry $500+ 
All other members $250+
 
Harry Acquatella, MD, FASE
Deborah Agler, RCT, RDCS, FASE
Todd Belcik, BS, RCS, RDCS, FASE
Michael J. Boland, MD
Dan Carlile, RDCS, FASE
Dennis Carney, RCIS, RCS, FASE
Craig Fleishman, MD, FASE
Frank Green, MD
Helene Houle, RDCS, FASE
Rachel Hughes-Doichev, MD, FASE
Madhavi  Kadiyala, MD
Barry Karon, MD, FASE
Alan Katz, MD, FASE
Andrew Keller, MD, FASE
Allan Klein, MD, FASE
Joe Kreeger, RCCS, RDCS, FASE
Wyman Lai, MD, MPH, FASE
Stamatios Lerakis, MD, FASE
Jonathan Lindner, MD, FASE
Joan Main, BS, RDCS, MBA, FASE
Michael Main, MD, FASE
Judy Mangion, MD, FASE
Wilson Mathias Jr., MD, PhD, FASE
L. LuAnn Minich,  MD, FASE
Sherif Nagueh, MD, FASE 
Tasneem Naqvi, MD, FASE
Roger On, MD
David Orsinelli, MD, FASE
Maryellen Orsinelli, RN, RDCS, FASE
Margaret Park, BS, RDCS, RVT, FASE
Rhonda Price
Scott Reeves, MD, FASE
Judy Rosenbloom, RDCS, FASE
Robert Skotnicki, DO, FASE
Kirk Spencer, MD, FASE
Eric Velazquez, MD, FASE
Zuyue Wang, MD, FASE 
Kevin Wei, MD
David Wiener, MD, FASE
Susan Wilansky, MD, FASE

Advocate Investors 
Physicians & Industry $250+ 
All other members $100+

Donica Bryant, BS, RDCS
James Calero, MHA, FASE, RDCS, RCS
Elena Castillo
Meryl Cohen, MD, FASE
Robert Eberhardt, MD, FASE
Gregory Ensing, MD, FASE
Kathleen Garcia, BS, RVT, RDCS, FASE
Tal Geva, MD, FASE
Sandra Hagen-Ansert RCDS, RDMS, 
MS, FASE
William Katz, MD, FASE
Claudia Korcarz, DVM, RDCS, FASE
Sheldon Litwin, MD
Joan Main, BS, RDCS, MBA, FASE
Tricia Meeks
Carol Mitchell, PhD, RDMS,   
 RDCS, RVT, RT(R), FASE
Annitta Morehead Flinn, BA, RDCS,   
 FASE
Vijay Nambi, MD, FASE
Ramdas Pai, MD
Richie Palma, BS, RDCS, FASE
Andrew Pellett, PhD, RDCS, FASE
Laura Perrotta, BS, RDCS, FASE
Elizabeth Rodriguez, RDCS, FASE
David Rubenson, MD, FASE
Kiran Sagar, MD
Thriveni Sanagala, MD, FASE
Marielle Scherrer Crosbie, MD, 
 PhD, FASE
Elaine Shea, RCS, RCCS, FASE
William Stewart, MD, FASE
Robin Wiegerink, MNPL
Carol Wilson, RDCS, FASE

Associate  Investors
Physicians & Industry $100+ 
All other members $<100

Maysoon Alsandook, MD, RDCS, RVT,  
 RDMS
Helena Alvarez, MD
Anonymous
Federico Asch, MD, FASE
Steve Avent
Pamela Beauparlant
Marek Belohlavek, MD, PhD
Sarah Bidgood
William Border, MB.ChB, MPH, FASE
Michael Brown, RDCS, RN
Irene Butler
Orlando Cano, RCS, RCIS, FASE
Matthew Carandang, RCS
Greta Cardenas, RDCS
Miguel Cereno, BS, RDCS
Saroj Chowdhury,  RDCS, RDMS
Elaine Crowe
Angela Dart
Ravin Davidoff, MBBCh, FASE
Suzanne Dodd, RDCS
Clara Dubose, RDCS, RCIS, FASE
Michael Factor, BA, MBA, RCVT
Debra Fincham
Gino Gemmari, RDMS
Alfredo Gonzalez, MD
Naomi Hamburg, MD
Hiroshi Homma, MD
Anita Huffman
Marsha Jacobs, BA, RDCS
Jeanne Juneau, RDCS
Lawrence Kent, RDCS
Cathy Kerr, CAE
Jonathan Kitchens, CVT
Smadar Kort, MD, FASE
Hilary Lamb, MPA
Karen Lepoudre
Deidre Lewis
Christina Lorentz, RDCS (AE &PE), 
RDMS, RVT
Keith Miller, MD, PhD
Sheila Moley, RCS
Jerry Moore, MD
Meredith Morovati
Katherine Perlstein, RRT
Trishia Phan, BS, RDCS
Caro Lynn Pierceall, RDCS
Richard Popp, MD, FASE
Valerie Quick, RDCS, RDMS, FASE
Harish Ramakrishna, MD, FASE
Joy Reeves
Carl Reinheimer
Margaret Robbins, RDCS, FASE
Diana Rosiene, RDMS, RDCS, FASE
Robert Sandruck, MEd
Lisa Santa, RDCS
Tia Schulstad
Peter Shaw, MD

Khaled Shelig, MD
Clarence Shub, MD, FASE
Amber Smith
Cynthia Spector
Nancy Stevenson, LPN, RCS
Sharon Taylor
Elizabeth Thompson, RDCS, FASE
Gail Tucker
William Van Decker, MD
Andrea Van Hoever
Juan Vera, RDCS
Ajay Verma, MD
Richard Weiss, MD, FASE
Cheryl Williams
Beth Woloski
Gina Yip

Friend Investors
Physicians $<100

Alexander Adler, MD
Mohammad Al-Ahdab, MD 
Paul Anderson, MD
William Bachman, MD
William Battle, MD
Patrick Birkbeck, MD
Moreno Cecconi, MD
Joseph DeRose, MD
Dennis DeSilvey, MD
Linda Douning, MD
J. Randall Farrar, MD
Mark Friedberg, MD
Francisco Gamez, MD
Zoraima Gomez, MD
Alina Grigore, MD, MHS, FASE
Kenji Komatsu, MD
Morris Kotler, MD, FASE
William Kutchera, MD
Chiara Liguori, MD, FASE
Humberto Machado, Sr, MD, FASE
Frank Milani, MD
Ugo Okereke, MD
Colin Phoon, MPhil, MD, FASE
Angelo Pilla, MD
Martha Radford, MD
Jody Rowland, MD
Ellen Roytikh, MD, ARDMS
Alberto San Juan, Jr, MD
Eric Stern, MD
Seth Tanenbaum, MD
Gregorio Terc, MD
Stephen Welka, DO, FASE
Thomas Winston, MD
Anita Wokhlu, MD
Vidya Yalamanchi, MD
Andrew Zurick, MD

Mission 
Statement: 
The ASE Foundation provides 

support for education, research, 

quality improvement and profes-

sionalism for ASE members and 

the larger community of health 

care providers, and patients for 

whom cardiovascular ultrasound 

is essential. 

As a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization, 

contributions made to the ASE Founda-

tion are tax deductible to the fullest 

extent of the law.

McKesson Supports ASEF’s 
Cardiovascular Ultrasound 
Care Mission

Foundation Partnerships: 

Tom Ryan, MD, FASE
Foundation Annual Appeal Chair

                        
The 2012 Alan D. Waggoner MHS, RDCS Sonographer Student Scholarship Recipients are as follows:                                                          
• Jennifer L. Lasecki, The Johns Hopkins Hospital School of Cardiac Sonography, Baltimore, MD
• Rebecca Campbell, Seattle University, Dept. of Diagnostic Ultrasound, Seattle, WA
• Hemda Lewis, The Johns Hopkins Hospital School of Cardiac Sonography, Baltimore, MD
• Denise Spiegel, UWHC School of Diagnostic Medical Sonography, Madison, WI
• Tamera Beam, UMBC Training Centers, Baltimore, MD
• Young Joo Jang, Montgomery College DMS, Silver Spring, MD
• Tanya B. Michnevitz, Hoffman Heart Institute of CT, Hartford, CT
• Danielle Meadows, South Hills School of Business and Technology, State College, PA
• Lauren Longshore, Cincinnati State Technical and Community College, Cincinnati, OH
• Richard Yannotta, Malloy College, Rockville Centre, NY
                      
The scholarship awards will be presented along with several other awards of recognition during the ASE Business 
Meeting on Sunday, July 1, 4-6 pm. We hope you will make plans to attend this session.        

Invest in Your Professional Future
Members interested in making a personal investment 
to the Foundation can fulfill their commitment 
one of two ways:

Donate Online:  
www.asefoundation.org 

Or By Mail: 
Please make check payable to:  
ASE Foundation Annual Appeal 

ASE Foundation
2100 Gateway Center Blvd,Ste. 310
Morrisville, NC  27560



ASE guideline documents are written for ASE members, with the 
world in mind. The fact that we have  members in 116 countries 
requires, in itself, a global view.  However, utilization of ASE 
guideline documents goes well beyond our own membership, 
creating an excellent and popular tool for the promotion of ASE’s 
work toward the global standardization of echocardiography.  ASE’s 
Guidelines CD, a favorite takeaway at domestic and international 
meetings, was distributed at meetings in 2011 throughout the 
U.S. as well as Japan, India, Canada, South America, France, 
Scotland and Hungary, placing this valuable information in the 
hands of thousands of echocardiographers.  Links to the ASE 
guidelines page can be found on echo society Websites across the 
globe. Recent collaborations with the European Association of 
Echocardiography (EAE) have resulted in publication of three joint 
documents in 2011 alone, with five more collaborative documents 
in the pipeline, including the upcoming 3D image acquisition 
and display document.  These collaborations with EAE, as well 
as with other echocardiography societies worldwide, require 
our guideline authors to create guides that will meet the needs 
of the international medical community to enhance patient care 
worldwide. 

In 2011, physician volunteers in China and South America  
worked enthusiastically on multiple Chinese and Spanish  
guideline translations, helping to meet the special needs of  
their colleagues in those countries. To complement the Chinese 
documents, guideline posters have been translated and are 
being distributed in labs and hospitals across China.  In 2012, 
translations to various other languages, including Portuguese and 
even Georgian, will become available, increasing their availability 
and use around the world.

As technology moves forward, so does the dissemination of ASE’s 
guideline documents.  A recent app has put four popular guideline 
documents in the pockets of echocardiographers at modest 
cost.  These apps not only provide essential information, they 
perform accurate calculations for better patient care.  Foundation 
funding will continue the development and dissemination of 
ASE’s guidelines and standards as needed, whether through CDs, 
translations or apps.   
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Foundation Partnerships: 

Esaote Demonstrates a Shared 
Commitment for Improving 
Patient Outcomes 

Esaote is proud to support the ASE Foundation’s inaugural 
Annual Appeal.  For decades, Esaote has been advancing 
patient care worldwide through cardiovascular ultrasound 
by delivering leading edge technology with the highest 
standards of efficacy to help predict, diagnose, and treat 
disease.  Building upon this, as healthcare continues to 
change, Esaote is focused on transformational technology, 
research, education and partnerships which will further 
support the primary mission of the ASE Foundation.  

With worldwide headquarters in Genoa, Italy and USA based 
operations in Indianapolis, Esaote is committed to mitigating 
CVD, the leading cause of death worldwide.  By developing 
revolutionary advanced technologies that vastly improve the 
assessment and diagnosis of cardiovascular disease, Esaote 
is firmly aligned with the Foundation’s support of improved 
patient outcomes.

Esaote’s MyLabTM  ultrasound line is designed and engineered 
for today’s practitioner’s challenges.   A key mission of Esaote 
is its commitment to deliver high end advanced features 
and functionalities on products that are less expensive and 
more portable, which can extend the reach of these life 
saving technologies through improved patient access.  A 
recent illustration of this commitment is Esaote has now 
made 4D Strain/Strain Rate, a key tool cardiologists’ can use 
to measure myocardium movement, available for the first 
time ever in cardiovascular ultrasound on a highly portable 
lightweight system. 

For more information please visit www.esaoeteusa.com.  

Global Standardization  
Through  ASE Guidelines

Edwards Lifesciences is the global leader in the science 
of heart valves and hemodynamic monitoring. Driven by 
a passion to help patients, the company partners with 
clinicians to develop innovative technologies in the areas 
of structural heart disease and critical care monitoring that 
enable them to save and enhance lives.

As a Lead Investor in the 2011 Foundation Annual 
Appeal, Edwards is proud to join the American Society of  
Echocardiography Foundation in their efforts to improve 
the lives of patients through our shared commitment to 
education and to collaborative innovation. Because of our 
joint dedication to these initiatives, we believe patients will 
have the opportunity to benefit from the resulting enhanced 
knowledge and technological advances in the field of 
cardiovascular imaging.

For more information please visit www.edwards.com.  

Foundation Partnerships: 

As a member of ASE for the past 25 years  2011 recipient of the 
Sonographer Educator Award, Peg Knoll has seen firsthand 
how ASE has grown and changed the field of cardiovascular 
ultrasound.  Having held dozens of leadership roles within the 
Society including, Executive Secretary, Sonographer Council 
Chair and Scientific Session Sonographer Co-Chair (to name 
a few), Peg has never hesitated to roll up her sleeves in order 
to help ASE realize its mission.  

Most recently Peg donated her time to the Foundation’s 
Annual Appeal member Task Force where she exceeded all 
expectations, and personally helped the Foundation raise over 
$15,000 to support education and research opportunities for 
future generations of ASE leaders.  As someone who has 
seen how funding has changed affected ASE’s ability to fund 
priority programs over the years, Peg realizes the importance 
of donating to the Foundation now more than ever.

The ASE Board could not agree more, and would like to thank 
Peg for her extraordinary efforts in support of the Society 
and its Foundation.

“Supporting the Foundation is a proactive measure which 
will allow ASE to continue funding the research, education 
& quality enhancing tools that will move us into the future.    
I have received many benefits from ASE & giving back is the 
right thing to do!”  

Peg Knoll, RDCS, FASE

Volunteer
Spotlight

The Heart of the Matter: Reproducibility                         
Thomas Ryan, MD, FASE – Annual Appeal Chairman

Imaging with cardiac ultrasound is a critical assessment tool in 
cardiovascular clinical research. However, its contributing value 
to the success of a trial is highly dependent on the reproducibility 
of its interpretations. Yet there is currently no widely accepted, 
universally applied methodology to test reproducibility, nor 
have minimum standards for reproducibility measurements of 
echocardiographic data been established. The ASE Foundation 
believes that the perception of variability related to the use of 
echocardiography in clinical research is a barrier to its use in an 
increasingly quantitative clinical trials environment. To address this 
barrier there is a need to create robust literature that establishes a 
standard for reproducibility assessment, and that will assist in the  

assurance of high levels of reproducibility and accuracy standard 
for echocardiographic data. 

The ASE Foundation will be issuing a 2012 RFA to fund a 
reproducibility methodology study, with the ultimate goal being 
to demonstrate that with careful attention to quality control, 
cardiovascular ultrasound is quite accurate for quantifying 
research data, and to provide a citable standard for future grant 
applications and clinical trials. This RFA will be aimed at junior 
faculty, differentiating it from the ASE Foundation’s current Career 
Development Award for residents and fellows. Protocols will be 
expected to include a statistician and to result in at least one peer 
reviewed research publication. 

T H A N K S !Corporate 
Premiere 
Investor
$20,000 ($5,000 
over 4 years)

Corporate 
Lead Investors
$10,000 +

Lead Investors 
Physicians & Industry $2,000+ 
All other members $1,000+

Anonymous
Dennis Atherton, RDCS, RCT, RRT, FASE
Merri Bremer, RN, RDCS, FASE
Benjamin Byrd, III, MD, FASE
Benjamin Eidem, MD, FASE
Harvey Feigenbaum, MD, FASE
David Forst, MD, FASE
Linda Gillam, MD, FASE
Richard Grimm, DO, FASE
Rebecca Hahn, MD, FASE
Brian D. Hoit, MD, FASE
Sanjiv Kaul, MD, FASE
Peg Knoll, RDCS, FASE
Georgeanne Lammertin, MBA, RDCS, RCS, FASE
Roberto Lang, MD, FASE
Marti McCulloch, MBA, BS, RDCS, FASE
Fletcher Miller, Jr, MD, FASE & Debby Miller
Navin Nanda, MD
Bharatbhushan Patel, RDCS, FASE
Miquel Quinones, MD
Vera Rigolin, MD, FASE
Diana Rinkevich, RDCS
Thomas Ryan, MD, FASE
Partho Sengupta, MBBS, MD, DM, FASE
Samuel Siu, MD, FASE
James Thomas, MD, FASE & Yngvil Thomas
Neil Weissman, MD, FASE
William Zoghbi, MD, FASE
CCI on Behalf of David Adams, RCS, RDCS, FASE

 

Visionary Investors 
Physicians & Industry $1,000+ 
All other members $500+

Jayashri Aragam, MD
Gerry Aurigemma, MD, FASE
Juan-Carlos Brenes, MD, FASE
Keith Collins, MS, RDCS
Deborah Creighton, RDCS, RVT, FASE
Anthony DeMaria, MD, FASE
John Dent, MD, FASE
Milind Desai, MD
Mary Alice Dilday 
Pamela Douglas, MD, FASE
Jean Dumesnil, MD, FASE
Michael Foster, RCS, RDCS
Julius Gardin, MD, FASE
Kathryn Glas, MD, FASE
Steven Goldstein, MD
Kenneth Horton, RCS, RDCS, FASE
Judy Hung, MD, FASE
Wael Jaber, MD
Johns Hopkins Echo Lab
Richard Kerber, MD, FASE
Itzhak Kronzon, MD, FASE
Karla Kurrelmeyer, MD, FASE
Oi Ling Kwan, BS, RDCS, FASE
Arthur Labovitz, MD, FASE
Elizabeth Le, MD, FASE
Howard Leong-Poi, MD, FASE
Steven Lester, MD, FASE
Robert Levine, MD, FASE
Helga Lombardo, RDCS, FASE
Sue Maisey, MBA, RDCS, FASE
Sunil Mankad, MD, FCCP, FASE
Jane Marshall, BS, RDCS, FASE
Randolph Martin, MD, FASE
Sharon Mulvagh, MD, FASE
Jae Oh, MD, FASE
Northern Ohio Cardiac Imaging Assn.
Joan Olson, BS, RDCS, RVT, FASE
Natesa Pandian, MD
Alfred Parisi, MD, FASE
Alan Pearlman, MD, FASE
Patricia Pellikka, MD, FASE
Michael Picard, MD, FASE
Min Pu, MD, PhD, FASE
Peter Rahko, MD, FASE
Mohammed Rais, MD
Rick Rigling, BS, RDCS, FASE
Leonardo Rodriguez, MD
Geoffrey Rose, MD, FASE
David Sahn, MD, FASE
Muhamed Saric, MD, PhD, FASE
Stephen Sawada, MD
Takahiro Shiota, MD, FASE
Nikolaos Skubas, MD, FASE
Vincent Sorrell, MD, FASE
Raymond Stainback, MD, FASE
Monet Strachan, RDCS, FASE
Cynthia Taub, MD, FASE
John Toptine, RCS, RDCS, FASE
Flordeliza Villanueva, MD
Arthur E. Weyman, MD, FASE
Susan Wiegers, MD, FASE

Continued on back.

ASE thanks the following members for their demonstrated leadership and generosity:*

Non-Profit Partners

*All donations received now will be allocated 
to the 2012 annual appeal.

Other corporate and 
non-profit partners will
be featured in future 
editions of the 
ASE newsletter

For questions, please email 
Robin Wiegerink at 
Foundation@asecho.org

Edwards Lifesciences 
Solidifies Position 
as Foundation 
Educational Partner



ASE guideline documents are written for ASE members, with the 
world in mind. The fact that we have  members in 116 countries 
requires, in itself, a global view.  However, utilization of ASE 
guideline documents goes well beyond our own membership, 
creating an excellent and popular tool for the promotion of ASE’s 
work toward the global standardization of echocardiography.  ASE’s 
Guidelines CD, a favorite takeaway at domestic and international 
meetings, was distributed at meetings in 2011 throughout the 
U.S. as well as Japan, India, Canada, South America, France, 
Scotland and Hungary, placing this valuable information in the 
hands of thousands of echocardiographers.  Links to the ASE 
guidelines page can be found on echo society Websites across the 
globe. Recent collaborations with the European Association of 
Echocardiography (EAE) have resulted in publication of three joint 
documents in 2011 alone, with five more collaborative documents 
in the pipeline, including the upcoming 3D image acquisition 
and display document.  These collaborations with EAE, as well 
as with other echocardiography societies worldwide, require 
our guideline authors to create guides that will meet the needs 
of the international medical community to enhance patient care 
worldwide. 

In 2011, physician volunteers in China and South America  
worked enthusiastically on multiple Chinese and Spanish  
guideline translations, helping to meet the special needs of  
their colleagues in those countries. To complement the Chinese 
documents, guideline posters have been translated and are 
being distributed in labs and hospitals across China.  In 2012, 
translations to various other languages, including Portuguese and 
even Georgian, will become available, increasing their availability 
and use around the world.

As technology moves forward, so does the dissemination of ASE’s 
guideline documents.  A recent app has put four popular guideline 
documents in the pockets of echocardiographers at modest 
cost.  These apps not only provide essential information, they 
perform accurate calculations for better patient care.  Foundation 
funding will continue the development and dissemination of 
ASE’s guidelines and standards as needed, whether through CDs, 
translations or apps.   
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Foundation Partnerships: 

Esaote Demonstrates a Shared 
Commitment for Improving 
Patient Outcomes 

Esaote is proud to support the ASE Foundation’s inaugural 
Annual Appeal.  For decades, Esaote has been advancing 
patient care worldwide through cardiovascular ultrasound 
by delivering leading edge technology with the highest 
standards of efficacy to help predict, diagnose, and treat 
disease.  Building upon this, as healthcare continues to 
change, Esaote is focused on transformational technology, 
research, education and partnerships which will further 
support the primary mission of the ASE Foundation.  

With worldwide headquarters in Genoa, Italy and USA based 
operations in Indianapolis, Esaote is committed to mitigating 
CVD, the leading cause of death worldwide.  By developing 
revolutionary advanced technologies that vastly improve the 
assessment and diagnosis of cardiovascular disease, Esaote 
is firmly aligned with the Foundation’s support of improved 
patient outcomes.

Esaote’s MyLabTM  ultrasound line is designed and engineered 
for today’s practitioner’s challenges.   A key mission of Esaote 
is its commitment to deliver high end advanced features 
and functionalities on products that are less expensive and 
more portable, which can extend the reach of these life 
saving technologies through improved patient access.  A 
recent illustration of this commitment is Esaote has now 
made 4D Strain/Strain Rate, a key tool cardiologists’ can use 
to measure myocardium movement, available for the first 
time ever in cardiovascular ultrasound on a highly portable 
lightweight system. 

For more information please visit www.esaoeteusa.com.  

Global Standardization  
Through  ASE Guidelines

Edwards Lifesciences is the global leader in the science 
of heart valves and hemodynamic monitoring. Driven by 
a passion to help patients, the company partners with 
clinicians to develop innovative technologies in the areas 
of structural heart disease and critical care monitoring that 
enable them to save and enhance lives.

As a Lead Investor in the 2011 Foundation Annual 
Appeal, Edwards is proud to join the American Society of  
Echocardiography Foundation in their efforts to improve 
the lives of patients through our shared commitment to 
education and to collaborative innovation. Because of our 
joint dedication to these initiatives, we believe patients will 
have the opportunity to benefit from the resulting enhanced 
knowledge and technological advances in the field of 
cardiovascular imaging.

For more information please visit www.edwards.com.  

Foundation Partnerships: 

As a member of ASE for the past 25 years  2011 recipient of the 
Sonographer Educator Award, Peg Knoll has seen firsthand 
how ASE has grown and changed the field of cardiovascular 
ultrasound.  Having held dozens of leadership roles within the 
Society including, Executive Secretary, Sonographer Council 
Chair and Scientific Session Sonographer Co-Chair (to name 
a few), Peg has never hesitated to roll up her sleeves in order 
to help ASE realize its mission.  

Most recently Peg donated her time to the Foundation’s 
Annual Appeal member Task Force where she exceeded all 
expectations, and personally helped the Foundation raise over 
$15,000 to support education and research opportunities for 
future generations of ASE leaders.  As someone who has 
seen how funding has changed affected ASE’s ability to fund 
priority programs over the years, Peg realizes the importance 
of donating to the Foundation now more than ever.

The ASE Board could not agree more, and would like to thank 
Peg for her extraordinary efforts in support of the Society 
and its Foundation.

“Supporting the Foundation is a proactive measure which 
will allow ASE to continue funding the research, education 
& quality enhancing tools that will move us into the future.    
I have received many benefits from ASE & giving back is the 
right thing to do!”  

Peg Knoll, RDCS, FASE

Volunteer
Spotlight

The Heart of the Matter: Reproducibility                         
Thomas Ryan, MD, FASE – Annual Appeal Chairman

Imaging with cardiac ultrasound is a critical assessment tool in 
cardiovascular clinical research. However, its contributing value 
to the success of a trial is highly dependent on the reproducibility 
of its interpretations. Yet there is currently no widely accepted, 
universally applied methodology to test reproducibility, nor 
have minimum standards for reproducibility measurements of 
echocardiographic data been established. The ASE Foundation 
believes that the perception of variability related to the use of 
echocardiography in clinical research is a barrier to its use in an 
increasingly quantitative clinical trials environment. To address this 
barrier there is a need to create robust literature that establishes a 
standard for reproducibility assessment, and that will assist in the  

assurance of high levels of reproducibility and accuracy standard 
for echocardiographic data. 

The ASE Foundation will be issuing a 2012 RFA to fund a 
reproducibility methodology study, with the ultimate goal being 
to demonstrate that with careful attention to quality control, 
cardiovascular ultrasound is quite accurate for quantifying 
research data, and to provide a citable standard for future grant 
applications and clinical trials. This RFA will be aimed at junior 
faculty, differentiating it from the ASE Foundation’s current Career 
Development Award for residents and fellows. Protocols will be 
expected to include a statistician and to result in at least one peer 
reviewed research publication. 
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David Forst, MD, FASE
Linda Gillam, MD, FASE
Richard Grimm, DO, FASE
Rebecca Hahn, MD, FASE
Brian D. Hoit, MD, FASE
Sanjiv Kaul, MD, FASE
Peg Knoll, RDCS, FASE
Georgeanne Lammertin, MBA, RDCS, RCS, FASE
Roberto Lang, MD, FASE
Marti McCulloch, MBA, BS, RDCS, FASE
Fletcher Miller, Jr, MD, FASE & Debby Miller
Navin Nanda, MD
Bharatbhushan Patel, RDCS, FASE
Miquel Quinones, MD
Vera Rigolin, MD, FASE
Diana Rinkevich, RDCS
Thomas Ryan, MD, FASE
Partho Sengupta, MBBS, MD, DM, FASE
Samuel Siu, MD, FASE
James Thomas, MD, FASE & Yngvil Thomas
Neil Weissman, MD, FASE
William Zoghbi, MD, FASE
CCI on Behalf of David Adams, RCS, RDCS, FASE
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Physicians & Industry $1,000+ 
All other members $500+

Jayashri Aragam, MD
Gerry Aurigemma, MD, FASE
Juan-Carlos Brenes, MD, FASE
Keith Collins, MS, RDCS
Deborah Creighton, RDCS, RVT, FASE
Anthony DeMaria, MD, FASE
John Dent, MD, FASE
Milind Desai, MD
Mary Alice Dilday 
Pamela Douglas, MD, FASE
Jean Dumesnil, MD, FASE
Michael Foster, RCS, RDCS
Julius Gardin, MD, FASE
Kathryn Glas, MD, FASE
Steven Goldstein, MD
Kenneth Horton, RCS, RDCS, FASE
Judy Hung, MD, FASE
Wael Jaber, MD
Johns Hopkins Echo Lab
Richard Kerber, MD, FASE
Itzhak Kronzon, MD, FASE
Karla Kurrelmeyer, MD, FASE
Oi Ling Kwan, BS, RDCS, FASE
Arthur Labovitz, MD, FASE
Elizabeth Le, MD, FASE
Howard Leong-Poi, MD, FASE
Steven Lester, MD, FASE
Robert Levine, MD, FASE
Helga Lombardo, RDCS, FASE
Sue Maisey, MBA, RDCS, FASE
Sunil Mankad, MD, FCCP, FASE
Jane Marshall, BS, RDCS, FASE
Randolph Martin, MD, FASE
Sharon Mulvagh, MD, FASE
Jae Oh, MD, FASE
Northern Ohio Cardiac Imaging Assn.
Joan Olson, BS, RDCS, RVT, FASE
Natesa Pandian, MD
Alfred Parisi, MD, FASE
Alan Pearlman, MD, FASE
Patricia Pellikka, MD, FASE
Michael Picard, MD, FASE
Min Pu, MD, PhD, FASE
Peter Rahko, MD, FASE
Mohammed Rais, MD
Rick Rigling, BS, RDCS, FASE
Leonardo Rodriguez, MD
Geoffrey Rose, MD, FASE
David Sahn, MD, FASE
Muhamed Saric, MD, PhD, FASE
Stephen Sawada, MD
Takahiro Shiota, MD, FASE
Nikolaos Skubas, MD, FASE
Vincent Sorrell, MD, FASE
Raymond Stainback, MD, FASE
Monet Strachan, RDCS, FASE
Cynthia Taub, MD, FASE
John Toptine, RCS, RDCS, FASE
Flordeliza Villanueva, MD
Arthur E. Weyman, MD, FASE
Susan Wiegers, MD, FASE

Continued on back.
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ASE guideline documents are written for ASE members, with the 
world in mind. The fact that we have  members in 116 countries 
requires, in itself, a global view.  However, utilization of ASE 
guideline documents goes well beyond our own membership, 
creating an excellent and popular tool for the promotion of ASE’s 
work toward the global standardization of echocardiography.  ASE’s 
Guidelines CD, a favorite takeaway at domestic and international 
meetings, was distributed at meetings in 2011 throughout the 
U.S. as well as Japan, India, Canada, South America, France, 
Scotland and Hungary, placing this valuable information in the 
hands of thousands of echocardiographers.  Links to the ASE 
guidelines page can be found on echo society Websites across the 
globe. Recent collaborations with the European Association of 
Echocardiography (EAE) have resulted in publication of three joint 
documents in 2011 alone, with five more collaborative documents 
in the pipeline, including the upcoming 3D image acquisition 
and display document.  These collaborations with EAE, as well 
as with other echocardiography societies worldwide, require 
our guideline authors to create guides that will meet the needs 
of the international medical community to enhance patient care 
worldwide. 

In 2011, physician volunteers in China and South America  
worked enthusiastically on multiple Chinese and Spanish  
guideline translations, helping to meet the special needs of  
their colleagues in those countries. To complement the Chinese 
documents, guideline posters have been translated and are 
being distributed in labs and hospitals across China.  In 2012, 
translations to various other languages, including Portuguese and 
even Georgian, will become available, increasing their availability 
and use around the world.

As technology moves forward, so does the dissemination of ASE’s 
guideline documents.  A recent app has put four popular guideline 
documents in the pockets of echocardiographers at modest 
cost.  These apps not only provide essential information, they 
perform accurate calculations for better patient care.  Foundation 
funding will continue the development and dissemination of 
ASE’s guidelines and standards as needed, whether through CDs, 
translations or apps.   
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Foundation Partnerships: 

Esaote Demonstrates a Shared 
Commitment for Improving 
Patient Outcomes 

Esaote is proud to support the ASE Foundation’s inaugural 
Annual Appeal.  For decades, Esaote has been advancing 
patient care worldwide through cardiovascular ultrasound 
by delivering leading edge technology with the highest 
standards of efficacy to help predict, diagnose, and treat 
disease.  Building upon this, as healthcare continues to 
change, Esaote is focused on transformational technology, 
research, education and partnerships which will further 
support the primary mission of the ASE Foundation.  

With worldwide headquarters in Genoa, Italy and USA based 
operations in Indianapolis, Esaote is committed to mitigating 
CVD, the leading cause of death worldwide.  By developing 
revolutionary advanced technologies that vastly improve the 
assessment and diagnosis of cardiovascular disease, Esaote 
is firmly aligned with the Foundation’s support of improved 
patient outcomes.

Esaote’s MyLabTM  ultrasound line is designed and engineered 
for today’s practitioner’s challenges.   A key mission of Esaote 
is its commitment to deliver high end advanced features 
and functionalities on products that are less expensive and 
more portable, which can extend the reach of these life 
saving technologies through improved patient access.  A 
recent illustration of this commitment is Esaote has now 
made 4D Strain/Strain Rate, a key tool cardiologists’ can use 
to measure myocardium movement, available for the first 
time ever in cardiovascular ultrasound on a highly portable 
lightweight system. 

For more information please visit www.esaoeteusa.com.  

Global Standardization  
Through  ASE Guidelines

Edwards Lifesciences is the global leader in the science 
of heart valves and hemodynamic monitoring. Driven by 
a passion to help patients, the company partners with 
clinicians to develop innovative technologies in the areas 
of structural heart disease and critical care monitoring that 
enable them to save and enhance lives.

As a Lead Investor in the 2011 Foundation Annual 
Appeal, Edwards is proud to join the American Society of  
Echocardiography Foundation in their efforts to improve 
the lives of patients through our shared commitment to 
education and to collaborative innovation. Because of our 
joint dedication to these initiatives, we believe patients will 
have the opportunity to benefit from the resulting enhanced 
knowledge and technological advances in the field of 
cardiovascular imaging.

For more information please visit www.edwards.com.  

Foundation Partnerships: 

As a member of ASE for the past 25 years  2011 recipient of the 
Sonographer Educator Award, Peg Knoll has seen firsthand 
how ASE has grown and changed the field of cardiovascular 
ultrasound.  Having held dozens of leadership roles within the 
Society including, Executive Secretary, Sonographer Council 
Chair and Scientific Session Sonographer Co-Chair (to name 
a few), Peg has never hesitated to roll up her sleeves in order 
to help ASE realize its mission.  

Most recently Peg donated her time to the Foundation’s 
Annual Appeal member Task Force where she exceeded all 
expectations, and personally helped the Foundation raise over 
$15,000 to support education and research opportunities for 
future generations of ASE leaders.  As someone who has 
seen how funding has changed affected ASE’s ability to fund 
priority programs over the years, Peg realizes the importance 
of donating to the Foundation now more than ever.

The ASE Board could not agree more, and would like to thank 
Peg for her extraordinary efforts in support of the Society 
and its Foundation.

“Supporting the Foundation is a proactive measure which 
will allow ASE to continue funding the research, education 
& quality enhancing tools that will move us into the future.    
I have received many benefits from ASE & giving back is the 
right thing to do!”  

Peg Knoll, RDCS, FASE

Volunteer
Spotlight

The Heart of the Matter: Reproducibility                         
Thomas Ryan, MD, FASE – Annual Appeal Chairman

Imaging with cardiac ultrasound is a critical assessment tool in 
cardiovascular clinical research. However, its contributing value 
to the success of a trial is highly dependent on the reproducibility 
of its interpretations. Yet there is currently no widely accepted, 
universally applied methodology to test reproducibility, nor 
have minimum standards for reproducibility measurements of 
echocardiographic data been established. The ASE Foundation 
believes that the perception of variability related to the use of 
echocardiography in clinical research is a barrier to its use in an 
increasingly quantitative clinical trials environment. To address this 
barrier there is a need to create robust literature that establishes a 
standard for reproducibility assessment, and that will assist in the  

assurance of high levels of reproducibility and accuracy standard 
for echocardiographic data. 

The ASE Foundation will be issuing a 2012 RFA to fund a 
reproducibility methodology study, with the ultimate goal being 
to demonstrate that with careful attention to quality control, 
cardiovascular ultrasound is quite accurate for quantifying 
research data, and to provide a citable standard for future grant 
applications and clinical trials. This RFA will be aimed at junior 
faculty, differentiating it from the ASE Foundation’s current Career 
Development Award for residents and fellows. Protocols will be 
expected to include a statistician and to result in at least one peer 
reviewed research publication. 
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Roberto Lang, MD, FASE
Marti McCulloch, MBA, BS, RDCS, FASE
Fletcher Miller, Jr, MD, FASE & Debby Miller
Navin Nanda, MD
Bharatbhushan Patel, RDCS, FASE
Miquel Quinones, MD
Vera Rigolin, MD, FASE
Diana Rinkevich, RDCS
Thomas Ryan, MD, FASE
Partho Sengupta, MBBS, MD, DM, FASE
Samuel Siu, MD, FASE
James Thomas, MD, FASE & Yngvil Thomas
Neil Weissman, MD, FASE
William Zoghbi, MD, FASE
CCI on Behalf of David Adams, RCS, RDCS, FASE

 

Visionary Investors 
Physicians & Industry $1,000+ 
All other members $500+

Jayashri Aragam, MD
Gerry Aurigemma, MD, FASE
Juan-Carlos Brenes, MD, FASE
Keith Collins, MS, RDCS
Deborah Creighton, RDCS, RVT, FASE
Anthony DeMaria, MD, FASE
John Dent, MD, FASE
Milind Desai, MD
Mary Alice Dilday 
Pamela Douglas, MD, FASE
Jean Dumesnil, MD, FASE
Michael Foster, RCS, RDCS
Julius Gardin, MD, FASE
Kathryn Glas, MD, FASE
Steven Goldstein, MD
Kenneth Horton, RCS, RDCS, FASE
Judy Hung, MD, FASE
Wael Jaber, MD
Johns Hopkins Echo Lab
Richard Kerber, MD, FASE
Itzhak Kronzon, MD, FASE
Karla Kurrelmeyer, MD, FASE
Oi Ling Kwan, BS, RDCS, FASE
Arthur Labovitz, MD, FASE
Elizabeth Le, MD, FASE
Howard Leong-Poi, MD, FASE
Steven Lester, MD, FASE
Robert Levine, MD, FASE
Helga Lombardo, RDCS, FASE
Sue Maisey, MBA, RDCS, FASE
Sunil Mankad, MD, FCCP, FASE
Jane Marshall, BS, RDCS, FASE
Randolph Martin, MD, FASE
Sharon Mulvagh, MD, FASE
Jae Oh, MD, FASE
Northern Ohio Cardiac Imaging Assn.
Joan Olson, BS, RDCS, RVT, FASE
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Patricia Pellikka, MD, FASE
Michael Picard, MD, FASE
Min Pu, MD, PhD, FASE
Peter Rahko, MD, FASE
Mohammed Rais, MD
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Muhamed Saric, MD, PhD, FASE
Stephen Sawada, MD
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We have been thrilled with the response to the ASE 
Foundation Annual Appeal and managed to raise an  
impressive amount in a short, six month cycle.  With over  
$400,000 moving into the Foundation accounts, this will  
significantly increase our ability to support scholarships, 
research, guideline dissemination and technology forums 
in 2012. 

We were also extremely pleased with the member 
matching opportunities offered by our corporate investors, 
such as McKesson and Edwards, their early support of 
this effort helped drive our fundraising forward.  In fact, 
the new partnership support was incredible and we 
can’t thank those enough (in addition to the ones listed  
above, Esaote, CoreSound, Qi Imaging and ICAEL) that  

recognized the value of supporting the profession by  
giving to this campaign. 
 
The average individual gift was significant,with members 
giving over $480 from their pocketbooks to expand the 
Society’s ability to fund these worthy projects.  This is 
heartening and a great indication that the community will 
continue to support echocardiography in the future!  

We received great feedback and backing on all the aims of 
the 2011 appeal.  The Sonographer Research Awards and 
Student Scholarships, in particular, have been recognized 
as valuable projects that have given members a leg up 
when they needed it in the past.  

As we roll into 2012, we look forward to telling the ASEF 
donors how their money has gone to worthwhile causes.   

The first outlay of this funding happened just this month.  
Individuals applied and competed with other applicants 
for the student scholarship awards.  Normally, the Society  
can only afford to support five (5) candidates a year; but  
with the help of this annual appeal, we were able to provide 
10 sonographer students receiving tuition and travel  
grant support. 
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Reflecting on 2011 and 
Looking Ahead to the Future
By James D. Thomas, MD, FASE

President’s Message

It’s hard to believe, but we’ve come to the end of another year.  As we survey the landscape 
of the good, the bad, and the downright crazy that characterized 2011, there is one truly 
bright spot, and that is the success of the ASE Foundation’s Annual Appeal.  

Thanks to the dedication of our appeal volunteer leadership and the generosity of all of you 
the Annual Appeal was successful in raising $408,238.  I’d like to single out a few individuals 
for special mention.  First and foremost is ASE Past-President Tom Ryan, who has chaired 
the annual appeal, along with our Task Force Leaders, Todd Belcik, Linda Gillam, Sanjiv 
Kaul, Peg Knoll, Roberto Lang, Marti McCulloch, Vera Rigolin, Partho Sengupta, and myself.  
Jonathan Lindner and Allan Klein were especially effective in leading the Foundation’s 
Corporate Task Force and with the support of Steven Lester, Judy Mangion, and Todd 
Belcik, exceeded their fundraising goals by 40%.

And of course I’m grateful to all of you who have dug so deeply to provide funding for the 
Foundation, starting with virtually 100% participation by all ASE staff, board members, and 
past presidents, and extending far into our sonographer and physician membership and our 
corporate partners. 

As we recap the Annual Appeal, I’d like to give you a glimpse of what your generosity 
will accomplish this year.  For sonographers, we will have at least 10 student scholarships 
(a 67% acceptance rate!) to support their school tuition and to help them attend the 
Scientific Sessions at National Harbor, along with 4 other travel grants. For physicians we 
anticipate funding 2 career development research grants and an additional priority grant 
into reproducibility of echo measurements. There will also be 6 travel grants selected by 
the Councils and 5 grants to foster abstract presentations at the national meeting.  In 
the Guidelines arena, we will be able to develop new applications to put these at your 
fingertips and continue translating and promulgating these into Spanish, Chinese, and 
other languages.  Finally, our work in collaborative forums will continue with our on-going 
work with EAE and industry to standardize strain measurements and with the 2nd biannual 
Research and Technology Summit scheduled for November, 2012.  

I think you’ll agree these are impressive outcomes of the 2011 ASEF Annual Appeal, and we 
anticipate continuing to elevate the profile and reach of the Foundation in the future as we 
work to guarantee the growth and prosperity of our field. 

Annual Appeal
Wrap Up                                                         

5

The patient experience. Enhancing it is a common calling that 
drives both McKesson and the ASE Foundation. With a 177-year 
history in the healthcare industry, McKesson’s products and 
services improve quality, eliminate errors, reduce unnecessary 
costs, enhance workflow and synthesize information for clinicians 
across the continuum of care. 

Consider Horizon Cardiology™, the cardiovascular information 
management solution from McKesson that enables clinicians to 
make more time-efficient and informed decisions at the point of 
care. By relying on imaging solutions, clinicians can make clinical 
decisions and diagnoses that are backed by reliable information 
culled from multiple modalities. In essence, the technology brings 
valuable information to clinicians, when and where they need 
it. To make these solutions even more effective for customers, 
McKesson continually collaborates with end users, getting 
their input on changing clinical needs — and then enhances its 
solutions to help customers improve patient care according to 
industry standards and guidelines. 

The end result: ASEF members can trust that McKesson is 
committed to advancing cardiovascular ultrasound care and 
services — to help clinicians improve the heart health of their 
patients. For more information, visit www.AllAboutCVIS.com.

T H A N K S !
ASE thanks the following members for their demonstrated leadership and generosity:*

*Investor list reflects donors who have fulfilled their 
investment commitments as of December 31, 2011.

Please visit the Foundation Website at 
www.ASEFoundation.org for the most 
up-to-date list of Foundation supporters. 
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Partner Investors 
Physicians & Industry $500+ 
All other members $250+
 
Harry Acquatella, MD, FASE
Deborah Agler, RCT, RDCS, FASE
Todd Belcik, BS, RCS, RDCS, FASE
Michael J. Boland, MD
Dan Carlile, RDCS, FASE
Dennis Carney, RCIS, RCS, FASE
Craig Fleishman, MD, FASE
Frank Green, MD
Helene Houle, RDCS, FASE
Rachel Hughes-Doichev, MD, FASE
Madhavi  Kadiyala, MD
Barry Karon, MD, FASE
Alan Katz, MD, FASE
Andrew Keller, MD, FASE
Allan Klein, MD, FASE
Joe Kreeger, RCCS, RDCS, FASE
Wyman Lai, MD, MPH, FASE
Stamatios Lerakis, MD, FASE
Jonathan Lindner, MD, FASE
Joan Main, BS, RDCS, MBA, FASE
Michael Main, MD, FASE
Judy Mangion, MD, FASE
Wilson Mathias Jr., MD, PhD, FASE
L. LuAnn Minich,  MD, FASE
Sherif Nagueh, MD, FASE 
Tasneem Naqvi, MD, FASE
Roger On, MD
David Orsinelli, MD, FASE
Maryellen Orsinelli, RN, RDCS, FASE
Margaret Park, BS, RDCS, RVT, FASE
Rhonda Price
Scott Reeves, MD, FASE
Judy Rosenbloom, RDCS, FASE
Robert Skotnicki, DO, FASE
Kirk Spencer, MD, FASE
Eric Velazquez, MD, FASE
Zuyue Wang, MD, FASE 
Kevin Wei, MD
David Wiener, MD, FASE
Susan Wilansky, MD, FASE

Advocate Investors 
Physicians & Industry $250+ 
All other members $100+

Donica Bryant, BS, RDCS
James Calero, MHA, FASE, RDCS, RCS
Elena Castillo
Meryl Cohen, MD, FASE
Robert Eberhardt, MD, FASE
Gregory Ensing, MD, FASE
Kathleen Garcia, BS, RVT, RDCS, FASE
Tal Geva, MD, FASE
Sandra Hagen-Ansert RCDS, RDMS, 
MS, FASE
William Katz, MD, FASE
Claudia Korcarz, DVM, RDCS, FASE
Sheldon Litwin, MD
Joan Main, BS, RDCS, MBA, FASE
Tricia Meeks
Carol Mitchell, PhD, RDMS,   
 RDCS, RVT, RT(R), FASE
Annitta Morehead Flinn, BA, RDCS,   
 FASE
Vijay Nambi, MD, FASE
Ramdas Pai, MD
Richie Palma, BS, RDCS, FASE
Andrew Pellett, PhD, RDCS, FASE
Laura Perrotta, BS, RDCS, FASE
Elizabeth Rodriguez, RDCS, FASE
David Rubenson, MD, FASE
Kiran Sagar, MD
Thriveni Sanagala, MD, FASE
Marielle Scherrer Crosbie, MD, 
 PhD, FASE
Elaine Shea, RCS, RCCS, FASE
William Stewart, MD, FASE
Robin Wiegerink, MNPL
Carol Wilson, RDCS, FASE

Associate  Investors
Physicians & Industry $100+ 
All other members $<100

Maysoon Alsandook, MD, RDCS, RVT,  
 RDMS
Helena Alvarez, MD
Anonymous
Federico Asch, MD, FASE
Steve Avent
Pamela Beauparlant
Marek Belohlavek, MD, PhD
Sarah Bidgood
William Border, MB.ChB, MPH, FASE
Michael Brown, RDCS, RN
Irene Butler
Orlando Cano, RCS, RCIS, FASE
Matthew Carandang, RCS
Greta Cardenas, RDCS
Miguel Cereno, BS, RDCS
Saroj Chowdhury,  RDCS, RDMS
Elaine Crowe
Angela Dart
Ravin Davidoff, MBBCh, FASE
Suzanne Dodd, RDCS
Clara Dubose, RDCS, RCIS, FASE
Michael Factor, BA, MBA, RCVT
Debra Fincham
Gino Gemmari, RDMS
Alfredo Gonzalez, MD
Naomi Hamburg, MD
Hiroshi Homma, MD
Anita Huffman
Marsha Jacobs, BA, RDCS
Jeanne Juneau, RDCS
Lawrence Kent, RDCS
Cathy Kerr, CAE
Jonathan Kitchens, CVT
Smadar Kort, MD, FASE
Hilary Lamb, MPA
Karen Lepoudre
Deidre Lewis
Christina Lorentz, RDCS (AE &PE), 
RDMS, RVT
Keith Miller, MD, PhD
Sheila Moley, RCS
Jerry Moore, MD
Meredith Morovati
Katherine Perlstein, RRT
Trishia Phan, BS, RDCS
Caro Lynn Pierceall, RDCS
Richard Popp, MD, FASE
Valerie Quick, RDCS, RDMS, FASE
Harish Ramakrishna, MD, FASE
Joy Reeves
Carl Reinheimer
Margaret Robbins, RDCS, FASE
Diana Rosiene, RDMS, RDCS, FASE
Robert Sandruck, MEd
Lisa Santa, RDCS
Tia Schulstad
Peter Shaw, MD

Khaled Shelig, MD
Clarence Shub, MD, FASE
Amber Smith
Cynthia Spector
Nancy Stevenson, LPN, RCS
Sharon Taylor
Elizabeth Thompson, RDCS, FASE
Gail Tucker
William Van Decker, MD
Andrea Van Hoever
Juan Vera, RDCS
Ajay Verma, MD
Richard Weiss, MD, FASE
Cheryl Williams
Beth Woloski
Gina Yip

Friend Investors
Physicians $<100

Alexander Adler, MD
Mohammad Al-Ahdab, MD 
Paul Anderson, MD
William Bachman, MD
William Battle, MD
Patrick Birkbeck, MD
Moreno Cecconi, MD
Joseph DeRose, MD
Dennis DeSilvey, MD
Linda Douning, MD
J. Randall Farrar, MD
Mark Friedberg, MD
Francisco Gamez, MD
Zoraima Gomez, MD
Alina Grigore, MD, MHS, FASE
Kenji Komatsu, MD
Morris Kotler, MD, FASE
William Kutchera, MD
Chiara Liguori, MD, FASE
Humberto Machado, Sr, MD, FASE
Frank Milani, MD
Ugo Okereke, MD
Colin Phoon, MPhil, MD, FASE
Angelo Pilla, MD
Martha Radford, MD
Jody Rowland, MD
Ellen Roytikh, MD, ARDMS
Alberto San Juan, Jr, MD
Eric Stern, MD
Seth Tanenbaum, MD
Gregorio Terc, MD
Stephen Welka, DO, FASE
Thomas Winston, MD
Anita Wokhlu, MD
Vidya Yalamanchi, MD
Andrew Zurick, MD

Mission 
Statement: 
The ASE Foundation provides 

support for education, research, 
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The 2012 Alan D. Waggoner MHS, RDCS Sonographer Student Scholarship Recipients are as follows:                                                          
• Jennifer L. Lasecki, The Johns Hopkins Hospital School of Cardiac Sonography, Baltimore, MD
• Rebecca Campbell, Seattle University, Dept. of Diagnostic Ultrasound, Seattle, WA
• Hemda Lewis, The Johns Hopkins Hospital School of Cardiac Sonography, Baltimore, MD
• Denise Spiegel, UWHC School of Diagnostic Medical Sonography, Madison, WI
• Tamera Beam, UMBC Training Centers, Baltimore, MD
• Young Joo Jang, Montgomery College DMS, Silver Spring, MD
• Tanya B. Michnevitz, Hoffman Heart Institute of CT, Hartford, CT
• Danielle Meadows, South Hills School of Business and Technology, State College, PA
• Lauren Longshore, Cincinnati State Technical and Community College, Cincinnati, OH
• Richard Yannotta, Malloy College, Rockville Centre, NY
                      
The scholarship awards will be presented along with several other awards of recognition during the ASE Business 
Meeting on Sunday, July 1, 4-6 pm. We hope you will make plans to attend this session.        
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Members interested in making a personal investment 
to the Foundation can fulfill their commitment 
one of two ways:

Donate Online:  
www.asefoundation.org 

Or By Mail: 
Please make check payable to:  
ASE Foundation Annual Appeal 

ASE Foundation
2100 Gateway Center Blvd,Ste. 310
Morrisville, NC  27560



We have been thrilled with the response to the ASE 
Foundation Annual Appeal and managed to raise an  
impressive amount in a short, six month cycle.  With over  
$400,000 moving into the Foundation accounts, this will  
significantly increase our ability to support scholarships, 
research, guideline dissemination and technology forums 
in 2012. 

We were also extremely pleased with the member 
matching opportunities offered by our corporate investors, 
such as McKesson and Edwards, their early support of 
this effort helped drive our fundraising forward.  In fact, 
the new partnership support was incredible and we 
can’t thank those enough (in addition to the ones listed  
above, Esaote, CoreSound, Qi Imaging and ICAEL) that  

recognized the value of supporting the profession by  
giving to this campaign. 
 
The average individual gift was significant,with members 
giving over $480 from their pocketbooks to expand the 
Society’s ability to fund these worthy projects.  This is 
heartening and a great indication that the community will 
continue to support echocardiography in the future!  

We received great feedback and backing on all the aims of 
the 2011 appeal.  The Sonographer Research Awards and 
Student Scholarships, in particular, have been recognized 
as valuable projects that have given members a leg up 
when they needed it in the past.  

As we roll into 2012, we look forward to telling the ASEF 
donors how their money has gone to worthwhile causes.   

The first outlay of this funding happened just this month.  
Individuals applied and competed with other applicants 
for the student scholarship awards.  Normally, the Society  
can only afford to support five (5) candidates a year; but  
with the help of this annual appeal, we were able to provide 
10 sonographer students receiving tuition and travel  
grant support. 
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Reflecting on 2011 and 
Looking Ahead to the Future
By James D. Thomas, MD, FASE

President’s Message

It’s hard to believe, but we’ve come to the end of another year.  As we survey the landscape 
of the good, the bad, and the downright crazy that characterized 2011, there is one truly 
bright spot, and that is the success of the ASE Foundation’s Annual Appeal.  

Thanks to the dedication of our appeal volunteer leadership and the generosity of all of you 
the Annual Appeal was successful in raising $408,238.  I’d like to single out a few individuals 
for special mention.  First and foremost is ASE Past-President Tom Ryan, who has chaired 
the annual appeal, along with our Task Force Leaders, Todd Belcik, Linda Gillam, Sanjiv 
Kaul, Peg Knoll, Roberto Lang, Marti McCulloch, Vera Rigolin, Partho Sengupta, and myself.  
Jonathan Lindner and Allan Klein were especially effective in leading the Foundation’s 
Corporate Task Force and with the support of Steven Lester, Judy Mangion, and Todd 
Belcik, exceeded their fundraising goals by 40%.

And of course I’m grateful to all of you who have dug so deeply to provide funding for the 
Foundation, starting with virtually 100% participation by all ASE staff, board members, and 
past presidents, and extending far into our sonographer and physician membership and our 
corporate partners. 

As we recap the Annual Appeal, I’d like to give you a glimpse of what your generosity 
will accomplish this year.  For sonographers, we will have at least 10 student scholarships 
(a 67% acceptance rate!) to support their school tuition and to help them attend the 
Scientific Sessions at National Harbor, along with 4 other travel grants. For physicians we 
anticipate funding 2 career development research grants and an additional priority grant 
into reproducibility of echo measurements. There will also be 6 travel grants selected by 
the Councils and 5 grants to foster abstract presentations at the national meeting.  In 
the Guidelines arena, we will be able to develop new applications to put these at your 
fingertips and continue translating and promulgating these into Spanish, Chinese, and 
other languages.  Finally, our work in collaborative forums will continue with our on-going 
work with EAE and industry to standardize strain measurements and with the 2nd biannual 
Research and Technology Summit scheduled for November, 2012.  

I think you’ll agree these are impressive outcomes of the 2011 ASEF Annual Appeal, and we 
anticipate continuing to elevate the profile and reach of the Foundation in the future as we 
work to guarantee the growth and prosperity of our field. 

Annual Appeal
Wrap Up                                                         
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The patient experience. Enhancing it is a common calling that 
drives both McKesson and the ASE Foundation. With a 177-year 
history in the healthcare industry, McKesson’s products and 
services improve quality, eliminate errors, reduce unnecessary 
costs, enhance workflow and synthesize information for clinicians 
across the continuum of care. 

Consider Horizon Cardiology™, the cardiovascular information 
management solution from McKesson that enables clinicians to 
make more time-efficient and informed decisions at the point of 
care. By relying on imaging solutions, clinicians can make clinical 
decisions and diagnoses that are backed by reliable information 
culled from multiple modalities. In essence, the technology brings 
valuable information to clinicians, when and where they need 
it. To make these solutions even more effective for customers, 
McKesson continually collaborates with end users, getting 
their input on changing clinical needs — and then enhances its 
solutions to help customers improve patient care according to 
industry standards and guidelines. 

The end result: ASEF members can trust that McKesson is 
committed to advancing cardiovascular ultrasound care and 
services — to help clinicians improve the heart health of their 
patients. For more information, visit www.AllAboutCVIS.com.

T H A N K S !
ASE thanks the following members for their demonstrated leadership and generosity:*

*Investor list reflects donors who have fulfilled their 
investment commitments as of December 31, 2011.

Please visit the Foundation Website at 
www.ASEFoundation.org for the most 
up-to-date list of Foundation supporters. 
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Partner Investors 
Physicians & Industry $500+ 
All other members $250+
 
Harry Acquatella, MD, FASE
Deborah Agler, RCT, RDCS, FASE
Todd Belcik, BS, RCS, RDCS, FASE
Michael J. Boland, MD
Dan Carlile, RDCS, FASE
Dennis Carney, RCIS, RCS, FASE
Craig Fleishman, MD, FASE
Frank Green, MD
Helene Houle, RDCS, FASE
Rachel Hughes-Doichev, MD, FASE
Madhavi  Kadiyala, MD
Barry Karon, MD, FASE
Alan Katz, MD, FASE
Andrew Keller, MD, FASE
Allan Klein, MD, FASE
Joe Kreeger, RCCS, RDCS, FASE
Wyman Lai, MD, MPH, FASE
Stamatios Lerakis, MD, FASE
Jonathan Lindner, MD, FASE
Joan Main, BS, RDCS, MBA, FASE
Michael Main, MD, FASE
Judy Mangion, MD, FASE
Wilson Mathias Jr., MD, PhD, FASE
L. LuAnn Minich,  MD, FASE
Sherif Nagueh, MD, FASE 
Tasneem Naqvi, MD, FASE
Roger On, MD
David Orsinelli, MD, FASE
Maryellen Orsinelli, RN, RDCS, FASE
Margaret Park, BS, RDCS, RVT, FASE
Rhonda Price
Scott Reeves, MD, FASE
Judy Rosenbloom, RDCS, FASE
Robert Skotnicki, DO, FASE
Kirk Spencer, MD, FASE
Eric Velazquez, MD, FASE
Zuyue Wang, MD, FASE 
Kevin Wei, MD
David Wiener, MD, FASE
Susan Wilansky, MD, FASE

Advocate Investors 
Physicians & Industry $250+ 
All other members $100+

Donica Bryant, BS, RDCS
James Calero, MHA, FASE, RDCS, RCS
Elena Castillo
Meryl Cohen, MD, FASE
Robert Eberhardt, MD, FASE
Gregory Ensing, MD, FASE
Kathleen Garcia, BS, RVT, RDCS, FASE
Tal Geva, MD, FASE
Sandra Hagen-Ansert RCDS, RDMS, 
MS, FASE
William Katz, MD, FASE
Claudia Korcarz, DVM, RDCS, FASE
Sheldon Litwin, MD
Joan Main, BS, RDCS, MBA, FASE
Tricia Meeks
Carol Mitchell, PhD, RDMS,   
 RDCS, RVT, RT(R), FASE
Annitta Morehead Flinn, BA, RDCS,   
 FASE
Vijay Nambi, MD, FASE
Ramdas Pai, MD
Richie Palma, BS, RDCS, FASE
Andrew Pellett, PhD, RDCS, FASE
Laura Perrotta, BS, RDCS, FASE
Elizabeth Rodriguez, RDCS, FASE
David Rubenson, MD, FASE
Kiran Sagar, MD
Thriveni Sanagala, MD, FASE
Marielle Scherrer Crosbie, MD, 
 PhD, FASE
Elaine Shea, RCS, RCCS, FASE
William Stewart, MD, FASE
Robin Wiegerink, MNPL
Carol Wilson, RDCS, FASE

Associate  Investors
Physicians & Industry $100+ 
All other members $<100

Maysoon Alsandook, MD, RDCS, RVT,  
 RDMS
Helena Alvarez, MD
Anonymous
Federico Asch, MD, FASE
Steve Avent
Pamela Beauparlant
Marek Belohlavek, MD, PhD
Sarah Bidgood
William Border, MB.ChB, MPH, FASE
Michael Brown, RDCS, RN
Irene Butler
Orlando Cano, RCS, RCIS, FASE
Matthew Carandang, RCS
Greta Cardenas, RDCS
Miguel Cereno, BS, RDCS
Saroj Chowdhury,  RDCS, RDMS
Elaine Crowe
Angela Dart
Ravin Davidoff, MBBCh, FASE
Suzanne Dodd, RDCS
Clara Dubose, RDCS, RCIS, FASE
Michael Factor, BA, MBA, RCVT
Debra Fincham
Gino Gemmari, RDMS
Alfredo Gonzalez, MD
Naomi Hamburg, MD
Hiroshi Homma, MD
Anita Huffman
Marsha Jacobs, BA, RDCS
Jeanne Juneau, RDCS
Lawrence Kent, RDCS
Cathy Kerr, CAE
Jonathan Kitchens, CVT
Smadar Kort, MD, FASE
Hilary Lamb, MPA
Karen Lepoudre
Deidre Lewis
Christina Lorentz, RDCS (AE &PE), 
RDMS, RVT
Keith Miller, MD, PhD
Sheila Moley, RCS
Jerry Moore, MD
Meredith Morovati
Katherine Perlstein, RRT
Trishia Phan, BS, RDCS
Caro Lynn Pierceall, RDCS
Richard Popp, MD, FASE
Valerie Quick, RDCS, RDMS, FASE
Harish Ramakrishna, MD, FASE
Joy Reeves
Carl Reinheimer
Margaret Robbins, RDCS, FASE
Diana Rosiene, RDMS, RDCS, FASE
Robert Sandruck, MEd
Lisa Santa, RDCS
Tia Schulstad
Peter Shaw, MD

Khaled Shelig, MD
Clarence Shub, MD, FASE
Amber Smith
Cynthia Spector
Nancy Stevenson, LPN, RCS
Sharon Taylor
Elizabeth Thompson, RDCS, FASE
Gail Tucker
William Van Decker, MD
Andrea Van Hoever
Juan Vera, RDCS
Ajay Verma, MD
Richard Weiss, MD, FASE
Cheryl Williams
Beth Woloski
Gina Yip

Friend Investors
Physicians $<100

Alexander Adler, MD
Mohammad Al-Ahdab, MD 
Paul Anderson, MD
William Bachman, MD
William Battle, MD
Patrick Birkbeck, MD
Moreno Cecconi, MD
Joseph DeRose, MD
Dennis DeSilvey, MD
Linda Douning, MD
J. Randall Farrar, MD
Mark Friedberg, MD
Francisco Gamez, MD
Zoraima Gomez, MD
Alina Grigore, MD, MHS, FASE
Kenji Komatsu, MD
Morris Kotler, MD, FASE
William Kutchera, MD
Chiara Liguori, MD, FASE
Humberto Machado, Sr, MD, FASE
Frank Milani, MD
Ugo Okereke, MD
Colin Phoon, MPhil, MD, FASE
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